POLISH   AMERICANS
artisans, in Polish costume, enormous moustaches, with
three-stringed fiddles, bright-coloured vests, feathers in
their hats, fantastic to my eyes and foreign, while the
Polish Americans I talked with there in flesh and blood,
only a couple of generations removed, were undistin-
guishable from any other Americans. If you passed the
store the only thing that would make you guess it was
Polish was a big painting of Marshal Pilsudski in one
of the big show-windows. This painting had taken first
prize in an art exhibit in Warsaw, and here it was now,
in Newark, New Jersey. The son, Casimir, a young
American business-man recently married to a blonde
young lady of Polish origin whom you couldn't distin-
guish racially from any other pretty American blonde
on Fifth Avenue, helps his father run the business.
Among the friends they had invited to the store to meet
me was a priest who shook hands with Casimir, and
said, " Congratulations/'
I said, " Is that about your recent marriage? "
baseball Poles include Szymanski (Simmons) and Jablonowski,
Washington Senators; Pietruszka (Piet), Detroit Tigers; Rosenthal,
Chicago White Sox; Glenn, New York Yankees; Bejma, St Louis
Browns; Urbanski, Boston Bees; Kowalik, Phillies; and Ogro-
dowski and Ryba, St Louis Cardinals. In football they include
Wojciechowicz, Fordham University; Jankowski, Wisconsin Uni-
versity ; Gotzsiewski, Wisconsin University; Macewicz, Holy Cross,
Massachusetts; Nowogrowski, Wiatrak, Waskowicz, Mondala, and
Sliwinski, Washington University^ The famous Bronko Nagurski,
now a professional with the Chicago Bears, is a Pole. In skiing
Kotlarck of Duluth was champion in 1935 and second in 1937.
Names are a handicap in two ways, when checking up on distin-
guished Polish Americans. They are hell to spell when they keep
their own names, and the second way is that Miss Stella Walsh,
who held the world record for a while for 100 metres, is Polish;
and so is Weiss, the discus-thrower who beat the Olympic record in
1932. But "a rose by any other name is still a Pole," as Shake-
speare said.
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